SACRED HEART PARISH
Christmas through Epiphany
2015—2016
MASS SCHEDULE:

CHRISTMAS THROUGH EPIPHANY
DEC. 24th, Christmas Eve:
4:00 PM: FAMILY MASS
8:00 PM CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS

A Merry Christmas, a
very happy 2016, and
a Joyous Epiphany
to you all!

DEC. 25th, Christmas Morning: 10:00 AM
Sat/Sun DEC. 26th & 27th, Holy Family Sunday
5:00 PM
People of the Parish
10:00 AM
+Walt Pa erson by Irene Dufort
Tue, Dec. 29
Wed, Dec. 30

7:30 AM +Edward Marshall by Irene Dufort
7:30 AM +Marcia DeWinter by Joan Flaherty

New Year Eve/Day: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
(Holy Day of ObligaƟon)
Thurs, Dec. 31 7:00 PM +Vincent Kerkoﬀ by Barbara Maes
Fri, Jan. 1
10:00 AM +Bob Lamp by Cole e Jacobs
Sat/Sun JAN. 2nd & 3rd: EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
5:00 PM
+Ans Claesen by Pete & Nancy Kleweno
10:00 AM
People of the Parish

Catholic ChariƟes Christmas CollecƟon
This Christmas season your support
brings HOPE & DIGNITY to our
brothers & sisters in need. In 2014,
113,417 meals were served, 2899
seniors assisted, 700 families provided household goods, 433 families avoided homelessness, 3369
counseling hours provided...and so much more. Over 70,000
individuals served each year.
A gi to the Catholic ChariƟes Christmas CollecƟon ma ers.
Dona on brochures are available in the back of the church.
Gi s may be mailed to: PO Box 2253, Spokane, WA 992102253 or made online at www.CatholicChari esSpokane.org.

Providing Help, Restoring Hope, Saving Lives

RCIA in 2016
Just a quick reminder as we head into 2016, that
our RCIA sessions take place on Saturdays, The
weekly sessions take place on Saturdays at 3:00
pm in the “Upper Room,” (upstairs in the Parish
Oﬃce area of the building). Any parishioner interested in joining us for these informa ve and
forma ve sessions are most welcome!
The January schedule is as follows:
¤

January 9 — Church History

¤

January 16 — The Sacraments

¤

January23 — Bap sm and Confirma on

¤

January 30— The Holy Spirit and the Trinity

New Parish Calendars: 2016
Our 2016 parish calendars will be distributed at
the New Year Eve and
Morning Masses. There
will be a special blessing
of the calendars as a reminder that all me was
created by God, all me
belongs to God, all me is
a blessing from God to us.

New to Sacred Heart Parish? WELCOME! We look forward to ge ng to know you! Mail this form to the parish oﬃce
or e-mail the informa on to: shparish@qwestoﬃce.net.
Name:________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________

Zip: ______________

Email address: ________________________________________________________________
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A Word from Father…
Dear Friends,

All of us at Sacred Heart Parish express our graƟtude
to those who have worked so hard to make our
parish’s Christmas liturgies and celebraƟons so beauƟful.
In parƟcular, we thank the leaders of our choirs, Ann
Horobiowski and Marian Beaumier, our accompanists,
and our choir members for the joyful music that has
helped us welcome the Lord into our community.
We thank Paul Macias for preparing our Religious
EducaƟon children for their Christmas Eve “Tree of
Jesse” presentaƟon, and, of course, all our parish children.
We are grateful to our deacon, Brian Ernst for his behind-the-scenes support at every turn, to Pat Garvin
and her crew for her help in the sacristy, to Julie Jones
for decoraƟng our sanctuary, to our Lectors, EucharisƟc Ministers, Acolytes, and Greeters for their faithful
ministries among us.
And we thank all of you for your faith and love in this
season and in every season! May the Christ child bless
you with an abundance of joy throughout 2016!

“Living with Forgiving”
Don’t miss out on this very special retreat opportunity at Immaculate Heart
Retreat Center with Charles Finck.
January 22-24, 2016
Please register in advance or for more
informa on contact us at (509) 4481224 or visit www.ihrc.net .
Cost: $192 per person, $294 per couple for the weekend,
$107 per commuter with meals.

Remember Your Parish…
Sacred Heart Church was recently the recipient of a wonderful bequest from the estate of one of our deceased parishioners. Might you consider remembering your parish
when next you revise your will and a er you’ve taken care
of your family, Your a orney can simply add these or similar words to your documents:
I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to Sacred Heart Catholic Church, in Spokane, WA, a Washington non-profit corporaƟon, (describe giŌ) ...

This Bulle n covers several weekends as we
let the printers in Sea le enjoy some me
oﬀ for the Christmas feasts. The “front end”
of the season is characterized by the JOY of the Na vity of the
Lord while the “back end” of the Christmas feasts is marked by
the WISDOM of those who come from afar in search of God’s
presence in this world. The three Magi traveling from the East,
following a great Star are the icons of a very special kind of wisdom that we should pay a en on to.
First, consider that they are not believers. The three Magi are
from a land far from Israel and they, presumably, know li le or
anything of Abraham, Moses, or the Prophets of the Jewish people; they do not know the Lord, yet they recognize in the beauty
of the night sky and the tender light of the stars something brilliant and lovely that cannot be explained by human causality:
they see the works of God without knowing God. And they respond by wan ng to know more, wan ng to search for more,
wan ng to follow something true though it yet has no name.
That is WISDOM.
Second, consider that they are willing pilgrims. They freely leave
behind family, friends, community, even work to follow their star
of beauty to wherever and whomever it might take them. This
“leaving behind” of the old so that they might find something
new, a new truth, is WISDOM.
Third, consider their
openness to the unexpected. They were perhaps on the lookout for a
king dressed in gold and
bedecked with pearls;
what they found in Bethlehem was the very model of human poverty: a
child with no gold, no pearls, no status, no dignity, no money, no
power. Yet, they recognize that in this very poverty there is richness beyond human telling. They rely on their hearts to reveal
the truth in this child’s fragile and tender body. They see in his
flesh the beauty they have seen in the star-filled heavens. This is
WISDOM.
And finally, consider that these three non-believers from a faraway land, find in this small corner of Judea, the gi of faith in
the One and True God of all Crea on, the answer to their quesons, the end of their search, the truth that is the first and profoundest knowledge of all knowledge. They recognize God-madeflesh who now dwells among us, and to this God they oﬀer themselves as gi s. This, too, is WISDOM, the greatest WISDOM of all.
May we search and follow and find as did they!

